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EDITORIAL
What Was Your Father's Name?
In my contacts with the generation preceding mine it
is not uncommon to be asked, "Now, what was your father's
name?" And when I reply, "Ira Zercher," the questioner's
countenance lights up. He now discovers who I am because of who my father was.
It is also true that we know who we are when we know
who our father was. Consider what it would mean to have
no ties to the past. Imagine yourself as one who was found
abandoned in the shelter of a doorway. No identification
was upon your person. Although your care from that point
on was adequate you know nothing of your parentage. You
do not know your name, age or date of birth. Any woman
of proper age and similar race whom you pass on the
street, could very well be your mother. The clerk in the
store could be your sister.
As traumatic as this could be for an individual it is more
serious as it relates to the group. A sense of heritage is
necessary for a sense of destiny. It is essential that a group
adjust to the conditions and demands of its age. But these
adjustments, to be meaningful, must be made within the
context of the group's heritage. If not made within this
context they may well be nothing more than conformity.
It is not without significance that the Negroes in search
for self respect and identity are turning to their cultural
heritage and racial history. Note if you will the great
amount of history in the Old Testament and the special
ceremonies instituted by God to remind each generation
of its past. When the nation of Israel forgot who they were
and the purpose for which they had been called together as
a people they became the captives of the nations around
them and were assimilated by their cultures.
As a denomination we are rightly concerned "to serve
the present age, my (our) calling to fulfill." The course
of study for this quarter relates to the second part of that
concern—the "calling to fulfill." It is predicated on the
premise that our ministry is related to who we are and
what has been entrusted to us as a denomination. Hopefully
this quarter's study will contribute to this discovery.
A good friend referring to the new course of study
recently said to me, "I am not sure you can sell me a 'bill
of goods' that we should continue to struggle as a small
group rather than merge with another." It is unfortunate
if the concept that this course is an attempt to "sell a bill
of goods" is widespread. This is not the intent of the course.
The course is neither for or against the perpetuation of a
small group. It is an effort to learn our identity as a people;
to find out what it is that has held us together for nearly
two hundred years; and to discover what has been entrusted to us as a people.
But let us get back to this "bill of goods."
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If perchance at some future time it should seem good
to the Holy Spirit and to us to join hands and heart with
another group it becomes of the utmost importance that
we know who we are. May we be delivered from a marriage of convenience or desperation. May the union be
based upon more than surface similarity. We have every
right to expect that, it will be based upon compatibility
at the very depth of our character as a church. If this
is to be realized we need to know ourselves and who we
are.
And if perchance we discover that our calling would
be jeopardized by merger and that we should maintain our
identity this too should be faced. It may well be that our
calling is to obedience rather than size. There are minority
groups within the Christian church for whom the modern
emphasis upon unity and bigness would suggest merger.
But the church would be immeasurably poorer if these
groups would sell their birthright for a mess of administrative efficiency.
Whatever the future holds I believe that we will find
during this quarter's study that we have an honorable
parentage of which we may be justly proud. God grant
that we may be faithful stewards of that which has been
preserved for us by those who were faithful before us.

tytam the Cditat,:
For many Brethren in Christ Sunday schools, Sunday,
January 5 was different. This Sunday was the beginning of
a quarter's study related to the history a n d heritage o f the
Brethren in Christ. Other congregations w i l l be studying the
course at other times in their local p r o g r a m . In our editorial
w e attempt to share some thoughts which come to us as w e
had prepared to teach the first lesson and have reflected
upon it.
_,
Rev. A l b e r t Engle writes that in many of his present
evangelistic services he has been presenting a series of
messages on Romans. He states, " I have a d a p t e d my studies
as presented previously in the classroom to evangelism." The
lead article is one of the presentations. This is a timely
message for the first issue of a new year.
If you w o u l d turn to the end of the article " O n Keeping
Quiet in C h u r c h " you may be surprised to f i n d t h a t the writer
is the editor of a Presbyterian magazine. He sounds a bit
like some Brethren in Christ w h o feel that there should be
more response from the pew. Makes one think of testimony
and sharing meetings. Teachers of the new course o f study
(Continued on p a g e six)
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GOD'S DYNAMITE
*

An Essential for Real Living
Albert H. Engle
In the introduction of the book of Romans (1:1-17)
Paul places great emphasis on the Gospel to which he was
separated. He concludes this introduction with a quotation
from his Bible, the Old Testament. "The just shall live by
faith." This, it seems to me, is his text for this epistle. From
this we derive what we believe is the basic theme of this
epistle: Life, or Living. The thrust of this text is the
word "live." "The just shall live"—not just exist but really
live. Live vivaciously, victoriously, triumphantly, joyously,
as if in the vestibule of heaven. Only the just, those who are
justified, right with God—only such, really live. The phrase
"by faith," tells how such shall five.
Ever since God breathed into man "the breath of life"
he has a basic urge to enjoy life. Adam's sin brought a
death-dealing curse on all his posterity. Sin separated man
from God. This is spiritual death, but it did not terminate
man's existence. Human personality is eternal, either in
separation from God—a state of death, or restored to God
—living.
The urge to five drives man, in his separation from the
true Source of life, to try to enjoy life without God. Satan
the arch-deceiver, leads men to try to get away from
boredom existence—to find real life, in illicit ways. Men
try tosatisfy this urge through alcohol, sex, drugs, pleasure,
materialism, power, etc. But none of these satisfy—they
lead to death. "There is a way that seemeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof are the way of death."
Paul would reveal the secret of real living by developing his text "The just shall live by faith." This secret is
revealed through the Gospel, the Good News "of God,"
and "of His Son" and, "of Christ." This is the best news
that ever came to man. Jesus said "I am come that they
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly." To Paul, to live was Christ. Christ-centered living
was real living. He would rather give others this secret
than to do anything else. He does this very systematically
in Romans.
In verse 16 he states briefly what the Good News is.
It is "the power of God unto salvation." One might wonder
how news could be powerful. We recall the power of bad
news when announcement was made that Eisenhower, then
president, had a heart attack; and again when the late
president Kennedy was shot. Both incidents registered on
Wall Street with a blow to the stock market. Good news
helps the morale of all who believe. The best news that
was ever announced to sinful man was that Jesus Christ
died to save all sinners. Paul had personally experienced
the power of this Good News; he had witnessed its
transforming power on all who believed. He was not
ashamed to declare it any place.
The writer has had a long and fruitful ministry in the denomination as a pioneer missionary, mission executive, and college teacher.
Rev. Engle is now in residence at Grantham, Pa., devoting his time
as an evangelist.
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As he was writing this epistle in the Greek language,
the Holy Ghost gave Paul the urge to put in words this
tremendous idea. He was careful in the choice of words.
An incident in American history may help us understand
the choice he made. A group of American scientists were
trying to develop an explosive powder more powerful than
gun-powder. In 1866 they made the discovery. What should
they call this powder which was the most powerful ever
developed. Alfred Nobel was learned in the Greek language, which is so fruitful in the choice of words to express
variety in ideas. Searching for a word that would best
convey the idea of miracle-working power, he chose the
word, dunamis. To anglicize it, he said, we will call it
dynamite.
Paul was confronted with a similar problem, only of
infinitely greater proportions. He chose the same word,
dunamis. Consequently, we conclude that the Greek word
translated power in Rom. 1:16 could just as well be
translated "dynamite," an English word which was unknown in King James' day. The Good News is God's
"dynamite," miracle-working power, unto salvation.
This same Greek word is translated "power" in Lu.
24:49; Acts 1:8; and Eph. 1:19. It is translated "virtue" in
Mk. 5:30. This is the dynamite God uses to transform lives.
This is the power they received at Pentecost, and which
is available to every believer.
Ever since the discovery of dynamite in 1866, civilized
man has developed mechanical power at an ever-increasing
rate of acceleration. Now, we are told, there is no limitation to the extent of physical or mechanical power which
can be unleashed. All that is needed is the development
of metal which can control it and withstand the heat
generated. In fact, scientists fear they have discovered the
development of power which threatens the existence of
man..
We are living in a power-conscious age. We depend
on power in our homes—how would we get along if our
electric power were disconnected. We depend on power
for our farms and factories, power for communication and
transportation. Imagine going back to horse-and-buggy
power or the Model T engine! Think of the engines of
thousands of horse-power flying our planes across our
nation in a few hours; of the tremendous power engaged
in space flight. The power our military forces depend on
is incalculable.
In everything but in the moral and spiritual realm we
are power-conscious. Though God has made available to us
His dynamite-His creative and redemptive power—we
are so powerless. In Old Testament times the miracle at
the Red Sea was the measure of power by which He
challenged Israel's faith again and again. In New Testament times the measure of available power is the power
required to raise Jesus Christ from the dead—and that
against the combined power of the apostate Jewish Church,
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the mightiest military power of the day, and the concentrated forces of hell. Jesus Christ arose triumphantly and
we are assured that that same power is "to usward who
believe."
Paul makes it clear that God's dynamite is unto salvation. So much of the mechanical power today is unto
destruction. But it takes more power to build than to
destroy. It takes more mental and will-power to save
money than to spend. What we need today is more moral
and spiritual power. When Samson fell short on moral
and spiritual power, even his physical power failed. It
takes more power to forgive than to hold a grudge; to love
than to hate. It takes little brains and no grace to "blow
one's top," but it takes much grace and mental energy to
demonstrate real love under adverse pressure. The downward power of gravity can cause a destructive fall; it takes
more power to lift and repair. A day-long display of
satanic power on Mt. Carmel was eclipsed in a few
moments when Elijah lit the fuse of God's dynamite with
a 63-word (KJV) prayer of faith. Jesus in many ways
manifested miracle-working power. Think of the spiritual
dynamite which transformed the Samaritan woman at
Jacob's well into a channel of revival blessing in her old
haunts of sin.
This is what Paul was trying to put into words in Rom.
1:16 when he chose the word dunamis—dynamite. This is
the power which was credited with turning the world upside down. But it is applied individually, "to every one
that believeth." How futile are the efforts of social workers
who hope to save the individual by changing his environment, or by rebuilding the social structure. As individuals
are transformed, they in turn contribute to the transformation of the social structure. This is God's order and has
been demonstrated again and again. It saved England from
a bloody revolution in Wesley's day. It has been demonstrated in countless instances on a smaller scale. All that
is needed are human channels dedicated to God, men who
can take orders and stand the heat of opposition and
persecution.
Paul was such a channel. His personal experience and
fruitful ministry encouraged his faith in God's promises.
He knew God's dynamite was available and effective.
Ministers are to be pitied who try by human efforts to
change sinners into saints. The best talent and administration, the most up-to-date facilities—all of these are doomed
to failure unless there is direct application of God's miracleworking power.. Individuals and churches are spiritually
dead unless continually activated by this power. Churches
are weak which fail to give proper emphasis to this
dynamite. As Vance Havner said, too many people are
trying to do God's work with human fire-crackers rather
than God's dynamite. If it were not so tragic, it would
sound humorous.
Only God, the Source of life, can quicken or make alive
men who are dead in trespasses and sins. This is what
Jesus termed being "born again." It is the creative work of
the Holy Spirit. When one is thus made alive he knows
it. He then knows what people mean when they say, "Life
begins when one is born again." This kind of life is
contagious. Its possessors spread it to others who will
become infected for it is the only thing that will satisfy
their urge to really live. Young people seek something that
"turns them on." This will do it and there will be no
hang-over or bad after-effects.
In Romans Paul outlines the conditions and application
of the life that really lives. He explains the justification
by faith which sparks the life Habakkuk envisioned when
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he said, "The just shall live." He points the way to deliverance from the deadly "sin," the corruption which was
injected in the blood stream of Adam's posterity by his sin.
All of this is through Christ and prepares the way to "walk
in the Spirit" (Romans 8) which is really living. There is
no substitute for it is the only guarantee of "the life that
now is and that which is to come." Full surrender to Jesus
Christ leads into the path of a full life.

On Keeping Quiet
In Church
C. Ray Dobbins
Those little polite signs frequently seen in the church
that say "Silence" are about to kill church worship.
We emphasize to children over and over, "Don't talk
in church." You are supposed to be quiet. You are supposed
to make no response. About all that is permitted is to say
to the pastor at the door on the way out: "Nice sermon."
This is quite in contrast to services of worship in other
days. The effectiveness of the service of worship was then
gauged by the response from people in the pews with a
frequent "Amen," a "no," a "yes," or a "praise the Lord."
The preacher at the time was informed whether he was
saying something that touched reality. If he was failing to
get a response, it meant that he was communicating nothing of significance and he changed his message and sought
to communicate something that had meaning and relevance.
Likewise the church session in other days was aware
of what was going on in the church and was frank
to communicate with people about their spiritual welfare.
Dr. Fred W. Bryson speaks of records in the Shiloh church
in Midlothian, Texas, which tell of the session's inviting
members to come before it at which time session members
inquired if the persons were growing in grace. And they
asked for evidence of such.
But now we are not only afraid to respond during a
service of worship but we are also afraid to talk to each
other in church meetings about any live issue. We are not
sure where people stand on issues and therefore are afraid
that they might not agree. We are so spiritually poor that
we cannot confront each other with problems that bother
us or our families or our community, and we do not even
recognize our poverty.
We do not talk in church because we do not trust each
other enough. We doubt if there can be a sympathetic
hearing. We may be afraid of our own ideas or our own
activities and fear that we will be judged or criticized or
laughed at.
If we want to drive the church into absolute irrelevance,
we can keep up our business of no "amens" and no talk
and no communication between each other—between the
pulpit and pew, between the elders and the members, and
between the members themselves.
There is no telling what might happen in the church
if we began to talk and respond and have genuine discussion and dialogue. What would happen to the sermon on
(Continued on page seventeen)
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Finding the Boat into History's Mainstream
A Report on the Conference of Historic Peace Churches
Maynard Shelly
Are the historic peace churches a footnote to history?
And if they are, do they still have a chance to climb
upstairs into the main text?
Sixty people pondered these questions in November at
New Windsor, Maryland, in a consultation of Mennonites,
Friends, and Brethren. They searched for their identity
as peace churches who don't know whether they always
want to be talking about peace.
But they talked about the days when they were changing the course of world events. And since they don't seem
to be doing that today, they talked about having missed
the boat.
John Howard Yoder, professor of theology at Associated
Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, Elkhart, Ind., raised some
of these hard questions for the group and suggested some
harder answers.
"The boat which we have just missed" broke up in the
Vietnam tyranny and ran aground in the shoals of the
racial-urban crisis of America's cities.
"These two great sores of our North American society,"
said Yoder, "have been in such a condition in the last years
that a genuinely Christian testimony incarnated in a believers' church style of reconciling life would have been
an exciting option to hosts of questing persons, not only
youth."
These people, a few years ago, held a simple and
idealistic pacifist vision and had an uncomplicated dream
of an integrated society. Neither worked out that way.
Vietnam was escalated and the cities burned. Now many of
the dreamers are bitterly committed to disruption and even
violence to destroy the old society in hopes that a new
order will rise from its ashes.
Mennonites, Friends, and Brethren can trace their
history back to the radical streams of the Protestant Reformation. It was the Anabaptists who saw that neither Luther
nor Zwingli went far enough in reforming the church. For
they were content to continue the old ties of the church
with the state.
"Other Christian groups accept war because they assume the church is seeking to run society in collaboration
with the state," said Yoder.
But the peace churches have come to their position,
not only because they follow the teachings of Jesus for the
way of love and against the way of violence, but because
of their view of the church and the state. "They have
refused to commit themselves to saving the sovereignty of
a given form of government," Yoder said.
He added, "What permitted Friends, Brethren, and
Mennonites, in their formative periods, to come out with
a definite position of refusal to bear the sword was not a

Maynard Shelly is editor of The Mennonite,
the General Conference Mennonite Church.
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the official organ of

particular reading on the ethical question but a view of
the church."
They saw the church as "free from the state as a missionary minority in a society which they did not assume
to be Christian when everyone else did."
The radical ancestors of today's historic peace churches
spread with wild contagion through Europe before persecution from the established churches cut them down in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. They had the
course of history against them.
But now things have changed. The alliance between
church and state which began with Constantine in 313,
cracked in the Protestant Beformation, and all but completed its crumbling in the recent Vatican Council.
Says Yoder, "There are Catholics creating underground
congregations which are in many ways Anabaptist cells.
There are Lutheran pastors in Germany refusing to baptize
the children of their parishioners at the point of being
disciplined. There are Lutheran and Catholic peace movements with high Christologies and theological maturity.
There is more openness to hear our witness than we have
capacity to speak it to other Christians."
The so-called mainstream of Christianity thus needs a
radical Reformation type of church. Now is the season
for the historic peace church that flourished best when
it was out of season.
But when the time came for the peace churches to act,
they couldn't even speak up. They could criticize the
weaknesses of the Vietnam student pacifists and the Selma
integrationists, but they weren't providing any answers.
Had the peace churches "invested their best creativity
and personnel in the past five years," this frontier might
have "been one of those fast-growing edges" and a "readyto-mine vein in our society where something like the
original Anabaptism could have flamed up again."
In calling the consultation to New Windsor, Lorton
G. Heusel, chairman of the planning committee and general secretary of Friends United Meeting, Richmond, Ind.,
admitted that the peace churches had not lived up to their
historical role of working as agents of change in society.
"While we once shared the conviction that our calling
was to radical obedience," he said, "today we all find
difficulty in maintaining unity within our traditions. In
fact, acts of obedience acting out the gospel frequently
become sources of disunity."
The most dramatic expression came to the Society of
Friends and to all Americans in the Quaker Action Group's
sending of medical supplies to North Vietnam, supplies
which cost about what eleven seconds of the Vietnam war
costs the United States Government.
"But what a hullabaloo there was about it because it
was aid and comfort to the enemy," said Dorothy Hutchinson, Jenkintown, Pa., Society of Friends, "and how we had
to search our souls and still do and we're divided within
(Continued on page seventeen)
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YOUTH

What's in It For ME?
H. Robert

And you with a stack of homework mountain high.
Surely they can't expect you to attend missionary convention when you have all that h o m e Hold it!
Level with me on a question, will you? If you really
looked forward with interest and enthusiasm to the missionary convention, would that school work stand in your
way?
Let's admit it. The particular missionary conventions
you have been exposed to don't really communicate with
you any more.
Your problem may be you. You, so far from the Lord
that just nothing spiritual strikes fire. Too much exposure
to rock and pop and the numbing imprint of the world.
But I doubt that this is your problem. Otherwise you'd not
be reading this article.
If the problem isn't you, then it must be the conventions. There is a sameness about the pictures, the costumes,
the curios, the tiger stories. You've seen all of it with more
realism (and maybe better photography) on color TV. As
one fellow said, "We don't want to see a picture of a grass
house. We know what a grass house looks like. We see
our GI's in Vietnam burning down grass houses."
And the phony costumes. Probably your street clothes
would be less out of place than those costumes where most
missionaries work.
Now why do missionaries, often against their wishes,
display outmoded costumes and show the travelogue pictures? Because they've been asked to. And why were they
asked? Because pictures and costumes "create interest."
And there you sit, bored. It's a vicious circle, with no one
quite prepared to break out from it.
Now let's assume that you are the bold one, ready to
innovate. What can you do to make the convention more
interesting?
1. Have you ever heard a missionary talk about the
issues that face him overseas? You may not know it, but
there is a warm debate going on as to whether the mission,
as such, should remain separate from the national church
on the field, or whether the two should join. Both plans
have been tried, with varying success.
There is another debate revolving around the question
of how closely a missionary should identify with the people
he has gone to preach to. Should he "go native" to win
them? If you happen to have a missionary who has done
Bible translation, ask him if he thinks the translation should
follow Kterally the Hebrew or Greek originals, or if
there should be a degree of interpretation. For instance,
if a country has no sheep, how do you say, "All we like
sheep have gone astray?"
Why not suggest (I said suggest) to your pastor that
he request the missionary to talk about issues such as
these? And if you're fortunate enough to have two missionaries at once, they might be able to make a discussion
out of it, one speaking on one side, the other on the other,
with your pastor serving as moderator.
•2. Did you ever discover how human and how stimulating a missionary can be? I don't mean while he's conversing
with your dad and mother at the table, with you looking
(6)

Cowles
on and saying nothing, but when he's sitting across the
table from you.
Just you? Of course not. But why not get your group
together for a restaurant dinner to which the missionary
or missionaries could be invited as your guests? I know
it's expensive, but it wouldn't break you just once. Maybe
the older people would chip in. Besides, the restaurant
needn't be the most expensive one in town. The missionary
will understand your financial situation. But make it exclusively for the missionary and you young people. Don't
even invite the pastor this time.
And what should you talk about while you're waiting
for the entree? Some of the issues mentioned above. Some
of the missionary's personal experiences. His family. His
work. His view of the missionary call. It will all sound a lot
different in such a setting.
And before the dessert is over and you're heading for
the church and the evening service, you may discover
what some of us have known for a long time: no finer people exist on the face of this earth than our missionaries. Get
a chance to know them personally, and their platform presentations will begin to come alive.
You'll actually start enjoying the missionary convention.
And incidentally, somehow, some way, you'll manage
to get the homework done. You always do, don't you?
Reprinted from Compass magazine, The Christian and Missionary
Alliance, New York, N.Y. Used by permission.

From the Editor
(Continued from page t w o )
may wish to file this article for use in connection w i t h Chapter
Five.
Our church had four representatives at the New Windsor
Consultation of Historic Peace Churches held in November.
M a y n a r d Shelly, editor of The Mennonite, w r o t e a report of
the meeting which he made a v a i l a b l e to his f e l l o w editors.
The article " F i n d i n g the Boat . . . " is his report, slightly
abridged.
I wonder if there has ever been a time since the preConstantine era w h e n the Church's conscience has been so
sensitive to the Christian's participation in w a r . In the early
decades of this century there was a widespread pacifism
based upon an optimistic view of man a n d history. It is my
observation that the present uneasiness has deeper t h e o l o g i cal roots and has a more Biblical base than the earlier
movement. Have w e not for too long looked upon n o n resistance as one of the costs of discipleship rather than a
part of the good news?
Parents w i l l not be the only ones interested in reading
Mrs. Martens' article. The older or oldest child w i l l be curious
to learn w h a t she writes. O n e is impressed that children w i t h
the same parentage and raised in the same home each have
a different environment. This article describes the " e n v i r o n m e n t " o f the older or oldest child.
The Missions Insert is again prepared so it can be removed and saved for reference until the next one appears in
April.
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TO BE THE OLDEST CHILD

HOME

Phyllis Martens
To his parents, he is the first. To his brothers and
sisters, he is the oldest. And thereby hangs a tale.
To his parents, he is the first. A "first" is an adventure,
an excitement. Nothing like this tiny bit of life has happened to the young couple before. Everything the wee
bairn does, from stuffing a finger in his mouth to crawling
broadside over the kitchen step, is new and on the verge
of astonishing.
The album bulges with pictures, the baby book with
clippings. The first two years of our eldest's life are recorded in painstaking detail on 9 pages of his baby book,
as compared to 2 hurriedly written pages for the youngest.
The first! A whole admiring world is called on to view
this first, this prize exhibit.
The neighbors and the doctor are called in about every
rash and fit of temper. The new mother hasn't learned yet
to sort out the important worries from the unimportant.
Parents don't understand at first that a great deal of a
child's behavior is incidental to his age. There was the time
our son began, at age 3 or so, to stutter. His father was
concerned and wanted to embark on a stiff bit of training.
Fortunately the Reader's Digest had printed an article
informing parents that such "training" was the worst thing
they could do. So we relaxed and let the child alone: and
he soon stopped. Since then we have stopped worrying,
not only about stuttering, but teething, napshifting, dislike of onions, and dozens of other things that all kids grow
into and then out of, quite naturally. But it took the first
child to teach us.
A "first" is an experiment. Mom and Dad must learn
first-hand what it means to bring up a child. The program
is live, and there are no rehearsals, which makes the actors
rather jittery. They don't want to make mistakes, both
for the sake of the child and of the watching audience.
A whole new series of feelings comes to the surface.
Mother fears (perhaps unconsciously) that baby will turn
out like Uncle JtSob, who is lazy. Father doesn't want baby
to be like that troublesome cousin or weepy grandma.
Parents view their child in the light of their own past
lives.
They also discover friction between their theories of
training, and (worse yet) between any theory whatever
and the application thereof to a real live child. In our
family I tended to be too lenient because I felt sorry for
tne small culprit; while my husband was somewhat of the
opinion that everything had to be trained into a child.
Several children later, 1 have tightened up the ship, and
he has relaxed, so that we agree on most points. I feel
now that mistakes will come, let see them who will; and
that a worse error is to surround the child with anxiety
as to how his training is succeeding. But—and this is the
point—we didn't start out this way! The atmosphere which
is now more relaxed and consistent for the youngest must
Phyllis Martens lives with her pastor husband and four children in
Claremont, California, where Rev. Martens attends graduate school.
She and her husband teach in the High School Dept. of the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church. Phyllis writes occasional articles for
Christian Living, Herald Press, where this article first appeared and
is reprinted here by permission.
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have been charged with considerable tension when our
experiment began.
Thus in a way the first is the too-much child—too much
attention, too much fussing, too much anxiety over training.
Too much, too soon.
The outcome of all this must surely be a heightening
of the child's world beyond normal proportions. Life becomes more taut. The child grows up feeling that what
he does is fraught with too much significance. Conformity
becomes important, rather than spontaneity and creativity.
In one study, oldest children were found to be significantly
low in aggressiveness. Another writer suggests that oldest
children tend to be prim, serious, and over-conscientious
because they have only adults as models.
The oldest children in our family do follow this pattern. (My husband and I are both oldest children.) We
have brought to our lives a strong conservative leaning.
We insist on orderly procedures, obedience to authority,
a relatively tight reading of the codes of decency and
morality. There is certainly an advantage in being this
way. Self-discipline and a strong sense of responsibility and
propriety will do much to make a person constructive and
dependable in his society. On the other hand, a relaxed and
creative approach to life is often to be desired. The more
progressive, unhampered younger children may be the
real potential leaders. Some comforting studies have shown
that the oldest come in for a high proportion of eminence,
also.
The oldest remains much of his life the ice-breaker.
His leaving home for college, his setting out on his own,
and usually his marriage are "firsts" for his parents. They
continue to restrict him or worry about him in areas which
will later be relaxed for the younger ones. Whether looking
to adults for guidance helps him mature sooner, or whether
their uncertainty and caution retard him, is hard to say.
Perhaps the too-taut world of the oldest finds a compensation in his secure position in the family (unless undue
jealousy of younger arrivals has upset this security). I
always felt quite close to my parents and certain of my
place in the family, a feeling not shared by some of my
younger sisters. The oldest child is given his place. He
often actually inherits the estate, business, prestige, and
blessing of the father. He may be looked to as a leader, or
the protector of the family when parents have aged. Our
present democratic society does not single out the oldest
as do some societies; but at least he will never quite lose
that precious first spot in his parents' hearts.
To his brothers and sisters, he is the oldest. Consequently, a rather natural role for him is that of a third
parent. I remember very well, not playing with my young
sisters, but taking care of them—braiding their hair, scolding them for untidy rooms, teaching them piano, feeling
impelled to wash supper dishes while they dashed about
in a game of tag. A certain comraderie was missing, which
perhaps came easier for the younger ones. Our son feels
entitled to boss, instruct, even punish the smaller set. And
his father, in the olden days, kept a strict eye on how his
brothers did their chores and how much jam they put on
their bread.
(Continued on page eighteen)
(7)

"Mummy, why do I have to go into boarding?"
Cheryl knew the answer but needed reassurance
about the importance of her part in our life as missionaries. Momentarily, she could not hurdle the
problems of an M. K.'s life. She could not then
properly evaluate the advantages of missionary children with the disadvantages. How many children
have travelled around the world before they are eight
years old? Living in the midst of several cultures, the
M. K. learns to appreciate and love another people.
He is bilingual and, not uncommonly, trilingual.
Added to these is the privilege of being a missionary
himself—a task that when joyously accepted by the
parent naturally reflects itself in the attitudes of the
children. Through these varied and wide experiences,
the M. K. receives a broader education than the
stateside child.

M:] : : . : .

Every missionary parent knows that the child
needs the discipline of regular classroom experience,
however great these advantages may be. This is one

Play-time at Youngways Hostel, Bulawayo, the hostel operated
for the children of missionary families in Zambia and Rhodesia.

What it's Like to Be an M.K. in India
Erma Sider
of the most serious issues that both parent and child face.
Mrs. Tuggy in her book, A Missionary Wife and Her Work,
says, "Missionary child-rearing differs from that of ordinary
American families in two important respects: It takes place
in the midst of two cultures, it is inevitably keyed to the
separation that must come sooner or later."
Preparing the child for separation on account of schooling must be started at an early age. Usually the M. K.'s,
particularly in the elementary grades, joyfully anticipate
the fun of dorm life. Perhaps the parents feel the separation more keenly than the children as they surrender the

The way in which a Missionary Society cares for the children
of its missionaries is of great importance. On our various fields
conditions vary greatly. Above is pictured a Christmas Choral group
at CAJ (Tokyo) where some of the John Graybills' children attend
as day pupils. Their father is a part-time instructor in this school.

""Missionary Kid"—a popular term for a missionary
child.
(8)

child they love into other hands. We can be grateful,
however, for an accredited school with a competent staff
at Woodstock in the Himalayan foothills. No longer must
parents endure the agony of sending a primary child home
to America for necessary schooling. We need to remember,
in the words of Mrs. Tuggy, "Our schools are no finer than
our personnel." At Woodstock School, a number of Mennonite VSers besides regular staff, are making a significant
contribution. We would be thrilled to see a qualified B in C
single teacher or couple on the elementary or high school
staff.
The ideal family situation is where the children
and parents are able to live together. Marlene LeFever, short-term teacher at Japan Christian Academy,
puts it this way in Child Evangelism magazine,
March, 1968, "God has called these families to something less than ideal, that His Word might be presented in Japan"—or in any other so-called missionary
country. Because of the necessary separation, missionary parents realize acutely the need to pray and
intercede for their children. They recognize that
there will be times of loneliness and even illness.
Today, Cheryl wrote, "Last week I was sick for two
and a little more than two days"—every hour important to her because of the isolation involved.
Parental training of the child must all be done within
the short three month periods when the parent and
child can be together during winter vacation at the
mission station, and during the parent's summer hill
leave.
What is the attitude of the M. K. to all that
missionary life involves? In the few years we have
been in India, we have met a number of M. K.'s
turned missionary. During our furlough we questioned our own young people recently returned to the
States and Canada, who say they want nothing more
than the opportunity to come back "home" to India.
When our children feel that they are not just M. K.'s
but a part of the culture and also the mission program,
then for them, there is nothing better than being an
M, K.
Evangelical Visitor

Brethren in Christ
Missionary Deputation
The practice of sending representatives from the mission field to visit the home church is
commonly known as deputation. Since this is usually done by missionaries on furlough it is
spoken of as Missionary Deputation. Ever since Paul and Barnabas instituted the practice at
Antioch, this method of fellowship and involvement with the churches has proved beneficial.
While there are obvious financial implications the real significance of deputation goes far beyond
budgetary concerns.
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T h e M i s s i o n a r y visit

ing a local congregation is representing one
segment of the body of Christ to another part of
that body. He stimulates the desire of members
to better know and minister to the needs of
converts, prospects and the missionaries themselves. While his story is often fascinating its
message is enlightening and stimulates the
motivation of the will of God's people. What
happens before and after the missionary service
is of equal significance to the impact of the
public presentation. In both giving and receiving there is nourishment to the body of Christ.

The

C h u r c h being visited

wants a more vital relationship to and involvement with the mission field. If the interchange
is healthy, the congregation gives both its hand
and its heart. It receives a new dimension of
purpose and experiences a growing vitality. To
its children a vision of what the church's task is
all about will be sharpened. To its aging members there will be the revitalization and extension
of their ministry far beyond the limits of their
tired bodies. To those members of the church
who carry the burden of the heat of the day
there will come new courage and perspective.
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M 1 P S — There are certain things that go
together to make a good missionary program:

. . . both pastor and missionary should understand what goals are sought through the meeting.
. . . both should recognize that while missionary stories, pictures and curios may be interesting to the uncommitted, the thrust of the
missionary message is to enlist and develop the
energies of God's people.
. . . while there is great inspiration in filling
a house with those who are in love with missions, there is really more potential in using the
missionary to teach and enlighten those who are
new and only partially informed about the work,
method, and purpose of missions.
. . . effort should be made to help the newer
people become personally acquainted with the
missionary. If those who are deeply committed
to missions will allow the newer members to do
the visiting with the missionary while they limit
themselves to the handshake at the door, a good
missionary conference is assured.
. . . it must be recognized that missionary
deputation is frequently harder work than the
missionary's field service. The very exposure to
inquisitive people, while essential to communication of the missions challenge, is far more
tiring than most other forms of "service."
. . . the families of missionaries must be respected as having the same needs of rest and
relaxation as others do. It is no sign of shortcoming for a missionary to shield his wife and
children from undue exposure to the public.
. . . on the part of overseas missionaries,
deputation is sandwiched into a furlough, the
major purpose of which is rest and revitalization.
. . . many young people experience the call
of God from a meaningful missionary meeting,
or the visit of a missionary to their homes.

Tools

1960

For Promoting Missions

Board for
Missions
BUDGET
(adopted

at 72-79-68

BFM

Missionary Conferences

Long range planning with Missions
Office is desirable.

Missionary Speakers

Normally coordinated by Office but
may be individually arranged.

"Greater Works Because"

A program with narration and pictures which can be done by local
congregation. (Contact Office for
booking.)

"Publish Glad Tidings"

A musical program with narration
which can be produced with local
musical talent. (Contact Office.)

Films

MCC film strips and several sound
films to be released soon.

meeting)

$385,898
The needs of our several hundred missionary personnel on
the fields are

recognized

in

this budget. The actions of the
1968 General Conference are
reflected in it. New challenges

Announcement

in various fields await us in
1969. Your wholehearted support of this budget will bring
harvest and blessing to your
own life and the Church.

Your part in fulfilling
assignments

At its December 19 meeting, the Board for Missions appointed
J. Earl Musser to a three year term as Director of Missions effective
July 1969. This appointment, reviewed by the Board of Administration December 20, will be presented to General Conference for
confirmation.
To provide for the orderly transfer of responsibilities, which
Henry N. Hostetter has carried since 1949, Earl Musser will begin
full time service on April 1 as Associate Director of Missions.
/. Wilmer Heisey
Executive Secretary

the 7968

is deeply

appreciated.
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MISSIONARY PERSONNEL
MISSIONS
Africa
Field Secretary: P . O. Box 223, Bulawaijo,
Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stern
Rhodesia
Bishop's Residence and Office: P . O. Box 711,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Bishop and Mrs. Alvin J. Book
Edna M. Switzer
Education Secretary: c/o P . O. Box 711, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. J. Robert Lehman
Evangelism Team: B.C. Bible School, P.B. M
98, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn C. Frey
Financial Secretary: P.O. Box 1219, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. Donald R. Zook
Matopo Book Room: P . O. Box 554, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Donald R. Zook
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph H. Ginder
Mrs. Mary H. (Brenaman) Brechbill
Matopo Secondary School: Private Bag T 191,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Mann
Rev. and Mrs. J. Harold Stem
Erma G. Lehman
Dorothy M. Martin
Eva Mae Melhom
Mildred E. Myers
Lois Jean Sider
Barbara J. Stansfield
Mtshabezi Mission: Private Bag M 116, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Albert R. Harvey
JoAnne Brubaker
Ruth E. Hock
Nancy J. Kreider
Wesley C. Frey*
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital: Private Bag M
101, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Dr. and Mrs. J. Myron Stern
Dr. and Mrs. Roger Sider"
Mr. and Mrs. David Musser*
Marilyn Ebersole
Erma Jean Gish
Martha Lady
"Evelyn Noel
Mtshabezi Outstations: Private Bag M 116,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. George E. Bundy
Phumula Mission: Private Bag T 188, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Bulgrien
Phumula Mission Hospital: Private Bag T 188,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman
Donna L. Sollenberger
Wanezi Mission: Private Bag S 180, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Jacob R. Shenk
Mr. and Mrs. Carl L. Knepper
Miriam L. Heise
Ellen R. Hoover
Richard Martin*
Sharon L. Weisser
Wanezi Bible Institute: Private Bag S 129,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev." and Mrs. Luke L. Keefer
Anna J. Graybill

Youngways Hostel (for Missionary Children):
40 Leander
Avenue,
Hillside,
Bulawayo.
Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stern
Ruth Bert*
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Underhill Lane, Delhi 6, India
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph B. Smith

Japan
General Superintendent's Residence: 228, 4Chome, Nukui-Machi,
Koganei-shi,
Tokyo,
Zambia
Japan.
Bishop's Residence and Office: P . O. Box 115,
Rev. and Mrs. John W. Graybill
Choma, Zambia, Africa.
J. Andrew Stoncr*
Bishop and Mrs. H. Frank Kipc
Rev. and Mrs. Marlin E. Zook
Velma R. Brillinger
Nakamura, Yoshiki, Yamaguchi-shi,
YamaguchiJ. Ray Heisey*
ken, Japan.
David F . Kipe, Jr.*
Rev. and Mrs. Peter A. Willms
Ted E. Mitten*
1179 Higashi Fukagawa,
Nagato-shi,
YamaAllen Stutzman*
guchi-ken, Japan.
Carl Raser*
Rev. and Mrs. Doyle C. Book
Dale Bicksler*
Ronald Book*
Nicaragua
Choma Bookroom: P . O. Box 198, Choma,
Apartado 1044, Managua, Nicaragua, C. A.
Zambia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Howard Wolgemuth
Bev. and Mrs. George K. Kibler
Mrs. Naomi T. Brechbill*
Doris Stern*
Choma Secondary School, P. O. Box 92,
Choma, Zambia, Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Norman Bert*
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis R. Nissly
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Starr*
David Livingstone Teacher Training College:
Private Bag 1, Livingstone, Zambia, Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn J. Schwartz
Fannie Longenecker
Macha Mission: Private Bag llxc,
Choma,
Zambia, Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Roy H. Mann*
Rev. and Mrs. Lamar F . Fretz
Mar)' Olive Lady
Edith E. Miller
Macha Mission Hospital: Private Bag llxc,
Choma, Zambia, Africa.
Dr. and Mrs. David E. Bycr*
Dr. and Mrs. Jesse L. Heise*
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Z. Musser*
Eva M. Byers*
Mary E. Heisey
Sharon M. Miller*
Eva Mae Peters
Nahumba Mission: P . O. Box 173, Choma,
Zambia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. David M. Brubaker
Sikalongo Mission: Zambia Bible School, P. O.
Box 131, Choma, Zambia, Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. A. Graybill Brubaker
Shirley A. Heisey
India
General Superintendent's Residence, Banmankhi Mission: P. O. Banmankhi, N. E. Railway, District Purnea, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. Harvey R. Sider
Saharsa Mission: Mission House, P.O. Saharsa,
N. E. Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India.
Erma Z. Hare
Esther G. Book
Barjora Mission: P . O. Barjora via Tirbeniganj,
District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. James R. Cober
Madhipura Mission: P . O. Madhipura, N. E.
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Dr. and Mrs. Lowell D. Mann
Leora G. Yoder
P.O. Purnea, District Purnea, Bihar, India.
Rev. and Mrs. John R. Sider
Dehra Dun Language School, 51 Rajpur Road,
Dehra Dun, U.P. India
Dr. and Mrs. Henry L. Kreider

MISSIONARIES ON F U R L O U G H
Lona S. Brubaker, Box 224, Route 1, Ashland,
Ohio 44805
Rev. and Mrs. Mervin Brubaker, Grantham,
Pa. 17027
Rev. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter, Box 149, Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022
Miriam Frey, P.O. Box 149, Elizabethtovvn, Pa.
17022
Rev. and Mrs. Carl V. Ginder, 25 Maple Drive,
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17055
Rev. and Mrs. Chester R. Heisey, 822 San Antonio PL, Upland, Calif. 91786
/
Rev. and Mrs. Frederic L. Holland, R. 1, Box
241, Clayton, Ohio 45315
Anna Kettering, 17 Broad St., Box 288, Palmyra, Pa. 17078
Gladys I. Lehman, c / o Rev. Simon Lehman,
Jr., R. 1, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17055
Erma R. Mann, Box 263, R. 1, Clayton, Ohio
45315
Rev. and Mrs. J. Earl Musser, Box 45, Grantham, Pa. 17027
Dr and Mrs. Robert K. Worman, 95 Burroughs
Drive, Snyder, N. Y. 14226
United States
New Mexico (Navajo
Mission)
Bloomfield, N . M. 87413
Dr. and Mrs. Marion J. Heisey
Dr. and Mrs. Donald L. Minter

Ruth Book

Dorothy K. Campbell*
Rosa Eyster
Martha Hess*
Marilyn Heisey*
James D. Helems*
Oren L. Hofstetter*
Anna Marie Hoover
Eunice Hoover*
Richard W . Long*
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Ludwig, Jr.
Sandra Lee Neyer*
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Oberholser*
Stephen A. Potteiger*
Verna Mae Ressler
Naomi Sentz*
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Stutzman*
Kathleen Thuma*
Interpreter
John Peter Yazzie

San Francisco (Life Line
Chapel)
422 Guerrero St., San Francisco, Calif. 94110
Rev. and Mrs. Cletus Naylor
Norma Burkholder"
Emma Jean Heisey 0
Frances Musser"
Nancy Krick"
Betty Lou Potteiger"
San Francisco (Life Line Mission)
917 Folsom St., San Francisco, Calif. 94103
Rev. Harold Paulus
Premnath S. Dick"
Norman Mowery*
John L. Oberholser"
MISSION CHURCHES
Canada
Paddockwood (North Star Mission)
Rev. and Mrs. D. Maurice Moore
(Box 64) Meath Park, Sask., Canada
Port Rowan
(Walsingham)
Walsingham, Ont., Canada
Rev. Leonard Chester (R. D . 1)
Virginiatown
Virginiatown, Ont., Canada
Rev. Eldon Byer (Box 362)
United States
Allisonia (Farris Mines)
Allisonia, Va. 24310
Rev. Arthur Brubaker
Blairs Mills
Blairs Mills, Pennsylvania
Rev. William Swartzr
(Mifflintown, Pa. R-2, Box 243, 17059)
Blandburg
Blandburg, Pa. 16619
Rev. William K. Berry (Box 55)
Bronx (Fellowship
Chapel)
246 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 10457
Rev. and Mrs. Paul D. Hill
Allyson Merriman 0
Esther Robinson
Dorcas Rohrer*
Luther Schwartz 0
Roy Shelly 0
Wayne Steffee 0
Brooklyn
958 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11205
Rev. and Mrs. Cecil Loney
John L. Ebersole 0
Mr. and Mrs. Frank G. Landis*
Arnold J. Milne 0
Callaway (Adney
Gap)
Callaway, Va. 24067
Rev. Thomas Bouch (R. 1)
Callaway
Callaway, Va.
Rev. Calvin B. Fulton
(1531 Riverdale Road, S. E., Roanoke, Va.
24014)
Cincinnati
2951 Sidney Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45225
Rev. DeWitt W. Engle
Columbia
(Millcrfiehls)
Columbia, Ky. 42728
Rev. Atlee M. Hershberger
(R. 3, Box 157, Columbia, Ky. 42728)
Dayton
831 Herman Ave., Dayton, Ohio
Rev. Ohmer U. Herr
(R. 1, Box 241, Clayton, Ohio 45315)
Garlin
(Bloomington)
Garlin, Ky.
Rev. Harold M. Wolgemuth
Gladwin (Oak Grove Church)
Gladwin, Michigan 48624
Rev. Melvin Stauffer
Hillman (Maple Grove)
Hillman, Michigan 49746
Rev. L. Eugene Wingert ( R - l )

Hillsville (Bethel)
Hillsville, Va.
Rev. Arthur Brubaker
(Allisonia, Va. 24310)
Huulock Creek
Hunlock Creek, Pa.
Rev. Ross Morningstar
(331 Vine St., Berwick, Pa. 18603)
ickesburg (Sav'dle)
lckesburg, Pa.
Rev. Milford Brubaker
(R. 2, Newville, Pa. 17241)
Knilley (Knifley
Chapel)
Knitley, Ky. 42753
Rev. Atlee M. Hershberger
(R. 3, Box 157, Columbia, Ky. 42728)
Little Marsh (Jemison
Valley)
Little Marsh, Pa.
Rev. Allen G. Brubaker
(R. 1, Westfield, Pa. 16950)
Llewellyn
Llewellyn, Pa. 17944
Rev. Larry Steffee (Box 117)
Mt. Holly Springs
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. 17065
Rev. Ernest U. Dohner
(Box 32, Grantham, Pa. 17027)
Salem (Labish Community
Church)
4522 Scott Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303
Rev. Art Cooper (4306 Scott Ave., N.E.)
Sheboygan
1325 Carl Ave., Sheboygan, Wis. 53081
Rev. Tyrus R. Cobb
Three Springs (Center Grove Chapel)
Three Springs, Pa. 17264
Rev. Marion Walker ( R - l )
Uniontown
(Searights)
Uniontown, Pa. 15401
Rev. Wm. H. Martin
(Box 67, Chestnut Ridge, Pa. 15422)
EXTENSION CHURCHES
Canada
Delisle (Community
Chapel)
Delisle, Sask., Can.
Rev. Lome Lichty (Box 212)
Hamilton
(Ridgemount)
Cor. of Jameston and Caledon Sts.,
Hamilton, Ont., Can.
Rev. J. Allan Heise (18 Amanda St.)
Saskatoon (Massey Place)
Saskatoon, Sask., Can.
Rev. Ronald Lofthouse ( 1 Malta St.)
United States
Baltimore (Marlyn
Avenue)
611 S. Marlyn Ave., Baltimore, Md.
Rev. W. Rupert Turman (925 Homberg
A v e , 21221)
Colorado Springs (Mountain View Chapel)
2507 E. Buena Ventura, Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80909
Rev. Keith Ulery (1425 McArthur)
Dearborn
4411 Detroit St., Dearborn Heights, Mich.
48125
Rev. Walter S. Lehman (4015 Culver St.)
Hagerstown (Paramount)
Hagerstown, Md. 21740
Rev. J. Ralph Wenger
(61 W. Long Meadow Road)
Harrisburg (Bellevue
Park)
2001 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Rev. John K. Stoner
(1803 Mullberry St. 17104)
Harrisburg (Skyline
View)
7733 Hillcrest Ave., Harrisburg, Pa.
Rev. John Arthur Brubaker (7717 Hillcrest
Ave., 17112)
McMinnvillc (Rolling Acres
Community
Church)
McMinnville, Tenn. 37111
Rev. Gerald Wingert (401 Pace St.)

Ontario
9590 Baker Ave., Ontario, Calif. 91762
Rev. Aaron H. Stern (1549 Bonita Court)
Orlando
745 Holden Ave.
Orlando, Fla. 32809
Rev. Maurice Bender (741 Holden Ave.)
Phoneton
Phoneton, Ohio 45355
Rev. Elam O. Dohner (Box 95)
Roanoke (Valley
View)
5648 Oakland Blvd. and Verndale Dr.,
N.W., Roanoke, Va. 24019
Rev. Orvin White, Jr. (509 Elden Ave.,
N.E., 24014)

e

Smithville (Pomeroy
Chapel)
Smithville, Tenn. 37166
W. C. Crook, Interim
CHRISTIAN SERVICE MINISTRIES
Serving Under M.C.C,
Personnel serving in Voluntary Service are
listed under the unit to which they are assigned in other Departments of this Directory.
Michael Brown, Mennonite Center in East
Africa, Box 7596, Nairobi, Kenya
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Haines, Mennonite School
for Boys, Beit Jala, Israel.
Kenneth Kcefer, World Relief Commission,
Box 125, Advisory Team No. 3, San Francisco,
Calif. APO 96258
Jane E. Light, c/o United Church of Canada
School, Flowers Cove, Newfoundland, Can.
Mr. and Mrs. Donavon E. Nissly, P. O. Box
30553, Kenyatta College - Higher Secondary
Division, Nairobi, Kenya
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Wingert, Box 168,
Reedley, California 93654

Gfr

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wolgemuth, Institut
Medical Evangelique, Kimpese, Democratic
Republic of Congo.
BRETHREN IN CHRIST PERSONNEL
SERVING UNDER AND SUPPORTED BY
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Mr. and Mrs. David Carlson, c/o Trans
World Radio, Box 141, Monte Carlo, Monaco
(Trans World
Radio)
Marjorie Charles, c/o Inst. Linguistico de
Verano, Apdo. 22067, Mexico 22, D. F . Mexico (Wycliffe Bible Translators)
Ethel Doner, Port-de-Paix, Haiti,
Indies (Unevangelized Fields Mission)

West

Anna R. Engle, 10 Devenish Court, Devenish
St., Sunnyside, Pretoria, South Africa (Evangelical Alliance
Mission)
Gulabi McCarty, c/o Rev. Allen S. Buckwaiter, FEBAI, 7, Commissariat Road, Bangalore 25, India. (YFC, Regions Beyond Missions)
Rev. and Mrs. John Pawelski, San Salvador,
Zacatecas, Mexico.
(Mexican
Evangelistic
Mission)
Lois Raser, San Salvador, Zacatecas, Mexico.
(Mexican Evangelistic
Mission)
Dr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Thuma, Lusaka
Central Hospital, P. Bag R W . l , Ridgeway,
Lusaka, Zambia.
Harriet Trautwein, APO 24, San Juanito,
Chihuahua, Mexico (Mexican
Evangelistic
Mission)
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Wolgemuth, c/o Inst.
Linguistico de Verano, Apdo. 22067, Mexico
22, D.F. Mexico. (Wycliffe Bible Translators)

^

RETURNING TO JAPAN
John and Lucille Graybill with the family
are returning to Japan early in January. Their
oldest son returned to Japan prior to his parents'
leaving to attend school there.

The Universal Need for Christ
as
Demonstrated in

Hindustan

Henry L. Kreider, M.D.
The LORD Himself must love India much! For He
had compassion on the multitudes and India, of all nations,
has the multitudes. . . . Some experts have even gone so
far as to say that there is no hope for India in her headlong
plunge to famine and mass starvation. Immense difficulties
face this great country; and the Christian church today
has an obligation to these people, as to all her neighbors.
In India one is constantly aware of need. Rag-wrapped
human beings lie about on doorsteps or on railroad station
platforms; there are undernourished children and rows
of primitive shelters, along with insufficient sanitary
facilities and no knowledge of hygiene. The government
is making giant strides toward combating poverty and
population increase; it is encouraging industry and generally seeking to improve the conditions of her millions.
But some of the gravest physical problems
are rooted deeply in the religion of the
vast majority of the people. India's material
needs are great, but her spiritual needs are
greater.
Although the religions of Hindustan have discovered
much truth and we owe much to her people, the Hindustani would be the first to admit that they have, for the
most part, not found happiness. In fact, the very essence
of Hinduism is a search for "Reality"—which is felt, however, to be beyond human comprehension.
Hinduism is without a soul-satisfying relationship with
Deity. During the recent Durga Puga holidays, we had
our first experience of observing idol worship. Most impressive to me have been the stoic, expressionless faces
of the worshippers and also of the outpatients in the
hospital clinics. Never before has the sense of "spiritual
darkness" pressed upon me so strongly.
In sharp contrast
—are the faces of the Indian Christians in the Purnea,
Madhipura, and Banmankhi areas where we recently
visited. As I told some of them, my impression as a new
missionary was that the happy people in India are the
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Christians! Do not these impressions simply confirm the
Biblical affirmation that Christ alone can meet the need
of man for spiritual peace? ". . . no other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must he saved,"
Acts 4:12.
Our tasks are varied; but if we are to be effective
all our activities must exalt Him. As Christians and coworkers all of us—you there and we here—are committed
and involved. Let us pray for grace, strength, and yielded
lives to witness of Him.

Furlough Facts and Forecasts
ARRIVALS:

From Rhodesia:
Chester and Geri Heisey in November. In California
after spending time in Pennsylvania.
From Rhodesia:
Miriam Frey whose home church is Upland, Calif.
From Zambia:
Anna Kettering whose home congregation is the
United Christian Church, Palmyra, Pa.
From Zambia:
Dorothy Gish, home congregation, Shenks, Pa.
From India:
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter who have been
granted a three-months furlough. They arrived on
the West Coast, December 18, spending the holiday
there. They will spend time in the East with their
daughter Joanne leaving to arrive in India by
March 6.

1969:

Mervin and Myrtle Brubaker (from Zambia), due
to arrive Jan. 7, with plans to reside in the "Missionary Home," Grantham, Pa.
Lamar and Anna Mae Fretz (from Zambia),
scheduled to arrive about April. Home church:
Bertie (Ont.)
Pete and Mary Willms (from Japan), on a threemonths furlough, June to August, inclusive. Their
schedule will not allow for many appointments not
now included.
Dr. Lowell and Anna Jean Mann (from India), to
arrive about July. Home churches: Fairview (Ohio)
and Conoy (Pa.) respectively.
(13)

Home Emphases in the Church in Rhodesia
(as reflected in the Regional Conference)
A Home and Family Life Program
reported by J. D. Moyo

Naka Ivy, a "Mother in Israel," hands clasped in characteristic
fervor, prays for Brethren in Christ homes.
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Mrs. A. J. Book models church women's uniform. Mrs. M.
Sibanda interprets.
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To demonstrate the importance of father, mother,
and children worshipping God together, the Stephen
Ndhlovu family recited Bible verses and then joined
together in prayer. "Like father, like child."
A dramatization of the difference between the
Christian and the non-Christian family followed. It
was pointed out that the child of the non-Christian
family suffers from improper care. For example, in
case of illness much time is wasted in arguing as to
which would be the proper doctor to help the child.
Also, quarrels and disputes between the parents on
various subjects cause the children to be undecided
and not sure which is the right way. In the Christian
home a child is given good counsel, in the right
manner. Mother and Father agree in what they want
their child to learn.
Then there was a Round Table discussion on
"Why Our Children Do Not Show Much Interest in
Going to Church." The children in the discussion
brought up several reasons. Sometimes when they
want to go to church they are told to keep the goats
from entering the garden. Another reason was that
they do not get enough variety in the church. Parents
are very conservative about church ideas. The young
people need variety. One other thing that discourages
them is that fact that parents are too suspicious about
all that they do. [Reminds one of American teenagers,
as reflected, for example, in Mel Johnson's program
. . . Under the skin, young people are very much
alike:] At this meeting parents expressed fear and
much concern about night entertainments for their
children, saying that at such places their children
lost their virginity and purity. When something was
said about drinking, the children said their parents
did not actually show them the dangers of beer
drinking. They only said, "Do not drink."
At the end of the programme, Chairman H. K.
Ncube asked that the people continue to pray for
the Brethren in Christ homes.

Women's Meeting
Reported by Mrs. Jonathan Dlodlo
The women greatly enjoyed fellowship and instruction during their meeting, with "Nkosikazi" Book
as chairman. After devotions by "Nkosikazi" Sibanda,
the women repeated the purpose and the text of the
women's meeting. Then, divided into five groupsunmarried women and girls, women who had been
married two years and under, women with younger
children, women with older children and older women, each group had two leaders who gave instruction
and led discussions.
Evangelical Visitor

Later in the conference, women's meeting leaders
and sub-leaders were called together; and the Bishop's
wife explained the church organization which the
women should start in their respective local churches.
She also modelled the new uniform for the women.
The organization is called OMAMA BOSIZO (mothers who are helpers). This movement will encourage
the women to be useful in the church and the community.

Youth
reported by Sharon Weisser
"Youth Victorious Through Christ" was the theme
of the Youth Day. About two hundred youth listened
to the four speakers. Mr. James Nkala pointed out
that the youth are needed in the church today because
they are the church of tomorrow. Mrs. Jonathan
Dlodlo gave good advice to the boys and girls about
their choice of a life companion and about their
behavior to one another. Mr. Mpofu spoke about
youth being an example in the community; and
Bishop Kipe, speaking on "YOU and Revival" explained that revival is like the new life after the
rains—not like putting whitewash on dirty walls.
Each mission gave a special presentation demonstrating how young people can serve and participate
in the church. Group singing and special songs were
part of this.
The quiz added excitement. In the final playoff,
the Zimwatuga team from the Gwaai District won
over the Magumpos from the Mtshabezi District and
had their picture taken as a reward.
One other area for the youth was C. S. L. (Christian Service League) for the boys and U. L. K.
(Ubaqha luka Kristu) for the girls. There was a
demonstration to show how these clubs can operate
in their own local churches.
NOW is the high tide for winning African
Youth to the Lordship of Christ. PRAY FOR
THEM!

Winning Team of Bible Quiz—Zimwatuga (Gwaai District).
Youth Day—Mr. and Mrs. Maphendhla Moyo at table.
Girls demonstrate activities of Ubaqha luka Kristu
Youth Day

(club) on

V. S. Openings
There is urgent need for Voluntary Service personnel to serve in nursing,, maintenance, a n d clerical
positions. Several openings at Messiah College.
Interested individuals contact:
Department of Christian Service Ministries
Post Office Box 149
Elizabethtown, Penna. 17022
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MESSIAH COLLEGE

College Days for Juniors

Summer Tours

High School Juniors are invited to be
the guests of Messiah College March 7
and 28. Hosted by faculty and upperclassmen, visiting Juniors will observe
and participate in campus life.
Pastors are requested to inform their
young people and to demonstrate their
interest by accompanying them to one of
the special College Days for Juniors.

Within the next few weeks, the College will begin to set up the itineraries
for a touring group this summer.
Churches or organizations interested in
scheduling this student group should
send their requests as early as possible
to Miss Ruth T. Hunt, College Relations
Office,
Messiah College,
Grantham,
Pennsylvania 17027.

Basketball Tournament
The annual Brethren in Christ Sunday School
Basketball Tournament has been scheduled at
Messiah College for the weekends of February
28 and March 1, March 7 and 8. Teams from
Pennsylvania, New York and Ohio will participate.
Tournament
Director Luke
M.
Drescher noted that team entries should be in
his office by the first week of February.

Grantham Oratorio Society
Dr. Ronald R. Sider, Chairman of the Department of Music and newly elected director of
the Grantham Oratorio Society, recently announced that auditions have been set for January 20 and 27. Rehearsals will begin February 3 for the presentation of the following
three works: Poulenc's "Gloria," Bach's Cantata number 79, "God the Lord is a Sun and
Shield" and Handel's "Coronation Anthem." To
be known as the "Spring Festival," the concert
will be presented Sunday, May 18 at 3:00 p.m.
in the Forum, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Faculty Members Participate in
Christian Education Institutes
Dr. Daniel R. Chamberlain, dean of the College; the Rev. David P. McBeth, director of
college relations; the Rev. Paul L. Snyder, director of admissions; and Mrs. Snyder, instructor in education; will participate in the Christian Education Institutes scheduled for the Allegheny Conference. The first institute will be
conducted January 18 in the Morning Hour
Church, East Berlin, Pennsylvania. A second
will be held February 1 in the Chambersburg
(Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church.
Rev. McBeth will also participate in Sunday
School Institutes for the Ontario (Canada)
Churches in April.
Campus Sings and Gospel Team Tours
Several sacred music programs were given
in Ontario churches by the Camous Sings during the Christmas holidays. The six-member
ensemble includes students Elma Dourte, Manheirn, Pennsylvania; Wanda Lehman, Dearborn
Heights, Michigan; Dale H. Engle, Hershey,
Pennsylvania; James Hain, York, Pennsylvania;
Ronald Ludwick, Perkasie, Pennsvlvania; and
Eldon Sheffer, Stayner, Ontario, Canada.
During the semester break, January 24-26,
the ensemble will visit a number of Ohio
churches and participate in special youth
events.
Also visiting in Ohio at the same time will be
a second student group, the Dorians, a newly
organized ensemble who serve under Gospel
Team. The Dorian's manager and speaker is
Howard Hall, a history major from Hagersville,
Ontario, Canada. The group will be featured
at a meeting of the Messiah College-Upland
College Southern Ohio Alumni Chapter. They
will also conduct services in several northern
Ohio churches.
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Society officers are Harvey Miller, president;
Esther Ebersole, secretary; Harold Hertzler,
treasurer; and David P. McBeth, publicity director.
NAE Eastern Regional Convention
Messiah College will host (for the third time)
the Eastern Regional Convention of the National Association of Evangelicals, January 23,
24. T h e convention theme will b e : "Till He
Come."
The principal speakers for the two-day session will be Dr. Billy A. Melvin, executive director of the NAE; Dr. Arnold T. Olson, president of NAE and president of the Evangelical
Free Church of America; the Reverend Tal
McNutt, secretary of the New England Fellowship of Evangelicals.
Five workshops have been scheduled. They
are listed as follows: 1) "The Inner City
Crisis," the Reverend William Iverson, founder
of Cross-Counter, an inner city ministry in
Newark, New Jersey; 2) "Pastoral Counseling
in an Age of Crisis," Kenneth Markley, psychologist with the Narramore Foundation; 3)
"Reaching the Negro Community," the Reverend Daniel Moore of CURE (Christians
United Reaching Everyone), Philadelphia; 4)
"Problems Facing Twentieth Century Youth,"
the Reverend Tal McNutt; 5) "The Local
Evangelical Association," Dr. Billy Melvin.
Descriptive brochures and registration details may be obtained by writing the Reverend
Sherwood B. Becker, P.O. Box 475, Allentown,
Pennsylvania 18105.

Dr. Kenneth Hoover in a typical classroom
gesture. An account of Dr. Hoover's trip to
Haiti is given below.
Dr. Hoover Visits Haiti
Dr. Kenneth B. Hoover, professor of Biology
at Messiah College, was a member of a threeman research team who recently conducted exploratory studies in Haiti related to that country's acute food problem and dietary deficiency.
The team was headed by Dr. Kenton K. Brubaker, a former UNESCO professor at the
Universite Libre du Congo, Africa, and presently associated with Eastern Mennonite College. Charges Moyer, biochemist, was the third
member.
The exploratory study, sponsored by the
Council of Mennonite and Affiliated Colleges,
was made possible by a grant from the Showalter Foundation of Hesston, Kansas. The
purpose of the mission was to discover ways in
which the Mennonite Central Committee might
help the Haitian people improve their standard
of living.
Dr. Hoover, the team's plant taxonomist, collected specimens of existing vegetation and
soil types for experiments designed to determine the adaptability of new sources of
food supply.
It is expected that more extensive trips, and
further study, funded by the Showalter Foundation, will be scheduled during 1969.
1969 Ministers Conference
The annual Ministers Conference at Messiah
College is specifically designed to give valuable
help—both inspirational and instructional—to
ministers. The two-day retreat affords a time
apart from the feverish activity and rigorous
demands of parish life. It offers, as well, opportunity for stimulating Christian fellowship
with brothers in the ministry, the nurture of
spiritual vitality, and there focusing personal
commitments.
It is anticipated that church boards will
gladly invest in their pastors, and in their
churches, by underwriting a part, or all, of
the travel and convention costs.
Program folders and registration details may
be had by writing the office of College Relations.
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Quiet in Church
(Continued from page four)
Sunday morning should the minister occasionally pause
and say, "Does what I have said to you make any sense
and offer any meaning to your life?" What if he gave an
opportunity for responses? He might be surprised that
someone is listening, that someone has a problem that
needs solving. He even might be surprised that something
is getting through to someone and is meeting a deep
hunger.
This silence in the church, this lack of dialogue and
freedom to talk, can be charged to both the minister and
the lay leaders. The minister as the holy man is not supposed to be questioned, and the laity have often equated
irrelevance and passivity and quietness with an effective
church service.
Is it possible to change our services of worship which
have often degenerated into exercises in futility, to creative
experiences which shed the grace of God on our common
day?
Reprinted from Cumberland Presbyterian. Used by permission.

Finding the Boat
(Continued from page five)

i

the Society of Friends as to whether this was a legitimate
act of mercy or not."
But even words about obedience can be divisive.
Spurred on by the youth delegates to the consultation, a
group at New Windsor prepared a brief statement calling
for "creative and Christian responses to people living in
our ghettos" and for "counseling on the draft and nonpayment of war taxes for those who need it."
More controversial was a suggestion of "support to
those called to resist the draft or to leave the Armed Forces,
and to offer sanctuary for them if necessary."
For one hour, the delegates to the consultation debated,
indirectly the statement, but more directly whether the
statement might not rip the fabric of historic peace church
fellowship. Meetings of the churches have been infrequent
and for the first time nine members of the three traditions
had come together at one place.
"If we make a statement," said Virgil Ingraham of the
Brethren Church, "there is no provision for a voice of
dissent." He felt as did others that the groups with a recent
history of less activism in the peace arena were being
coerced and that their groups would be less willing to
take part in future talks.
Supporters of the statement felt that it could open up
a cutting edge of peace church witness to anti-war groups
and students looking for help. Said Bill Medlin, a Quaker
student from Kokomo, Ind., "The boat is here. Don't let
it go by."
Speaking for the Brethren in Christ, John E. Zercher,
Nappanee, Ind., said he represented a group that would
be unhappy if the statement were adopted. He asked,
"Would it not be possible to receive this as a report from
a concerned group without giving it official approval?"
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And so it was laid into the record without a vote or note
of concensus. Francis G. Brown, a Philadelphia Friend,
noted that the discussion of the different views of the peace
witness had been beneficial. But he added, "I would hope
that the record would show that we did more than receive
this thing. It almost broke us."
What seemed to be coming through was the implication
that the peace witness may well be a minority position even
within the peace churches who themselves are minority
groups already.
Yoder saw the inability of the peace churches to "move
into a witness vacuum" such as the Vietnam and urban
crises as a sign of uncertainty about evangelical pacifism.
He asked, "Does it not suggest that for many of us, the
rejection of war is a negative, embarrassing legalism rather
than a proclamation of the good news that God loves His
enemies and carries us along in His suffering servanthood?
Does it not suggest that we have ourselves linked love of
enemies with non-drinking, non-dancing, and other kinds
of non-fun as a renunciation demanded by God but not
really as a gift of the gospel?"
But the consultation was still stirred by a gospel vision.
"The option for us as the radical reformation churches,"
said T. Canby Jones, a Quaker scholar from Wilmington,
Ohio, "is to be the new society. This is not going to be any
withdrawn cultural Quakerism, Mennonitism, or Brethrenism out of which the flame and mission has died. It is
going to be the revolutionary people of God."
Dale Brown, Brethren Theological Seminary, Oak
Brook, 111., said, "We do have a lot of dialogue that needs
to take place with the evangelicals because they take the
Bible seriously. On the other hand, we have a lot of dialogue that needs to take place with those who are very
much concerned about society—the so-called liberal Christians or mainstream Christianity."
The consultation looks forward to some common peace
church efforts. They expressed the hope that Brethren,
Friends, and Mennonites might work together to prepare
a witness against military conscription.
Bible study conferences, youth meetings, and a study
of what it means to be a historic peace church were placed
on the list of future projects.
Nine groups representing one of the three historic
peace church traditions sent sixty representatives to the
November 19-21 meeting. The groups were: the Mennonite
General Conference, Scottdale, Pa.; the General Conference
Mennonite Church, Newton, Kan.; the Mennonite Brethren
Churches, Hillsboro, Kan.; the Brethren in Christ, Nappanee, Ind.; the Friends General Conference, Philadelphia;
Friends United Meeting, Richmond, Ind.; the Church of
the Brethren, Elgin, 111.; and the Brethren Church, Ashland,
Ohio. The unaffiliated meetings of the Society of Friends
were also represented.

The Real Skeptic
The real skeptic is the man who has so little faith in his
own position that he is afraid to have it critically examined;
who has so little confidence in truth that he fears to have
more of it discovered; who is tormented by the fear that if
he knew more he might believe less.—Ernest Freemont
Tittle.
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The Oldest
(Continued from page seven)
This attitude can be useful if properly guided. A helpful, kind-hearted oldest brother or sister can be a valuable
asset in the family. Dr. Spock points out that later on
many eldests enjoy being parents, and are apt to go into
teaching, social work, nursing, and other professions which
involve caring for others.
The parent-playing does clash with the fact that the
oldest is after all not a parent but a child. Expected by
parents to take up responsibility toward the younger ones,
he is yet not allowed to take things into his own hands and
interfere. His role contains an inherent conflict. It is here
that we parents may expect too much maturity of one who
is still very much a child himself. We need to spell out
for him exactly what his responsibility is, and where it
ends; and let him know that essentially he has the same
freedom to grow up as the others do.
The eldest lacks the competition and setting-down of
an older sibling. While he continually puts the others in
their places, with no little contempt for their ignorance,
there is no one to do the same for him. The little weeds
of conceit have nobody to trample them down in the ordinary rough-and-tumble way. He lacks the challenge of
a slightly older pace-setter. He may become bored with
the babyishness of the smaller ones—they never know
anything, and they always cry when they lose a game. He
does need, though, the stimulation of a peer group, and
should spend at least some of his time with neighbor
children and groups his own age and sex.
The eldest child, like any child, should find in a
Christian home his greatest asset. Father and mother are
learning of Christ to temper their own behavior, and to
love their children each for himself, as God does. Then
too, when he comes to Christ for himself, his position in
the family need no longer restrict him, for his new position in the great family of God takes him out of the niche
he grew up in and sets him at liberty. The heavenly Father
can reverse any hampering psychological trends which fell
to his lot as the eldest child; doubly bless all the good
that has come to him; and lead him into "the magnificence
and splendor of the inheritance promised to Christians."

CHURCH NEWS

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
The Christ's Crusaders of the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church presented their annual
Christmas play, "The Broken Staff," December
22, 1968, to a full church.
The Mt. Rock Congregation appreciated the
ministry of Rev. George Sheffer as evangelist
in November. The second Sunday morning
many young people knelt at the altar for
prayer. During the Advent season Mt. Rock
observed the lighting of the Advent Candles.
Pleasantview Brethren in Christ Church, Red
Lion, Pa., had as their evangelist, Rev. Lome
Lichty from Saskatchewan, Canada. Ken Reed
accompanied him and served as song leader.
The meeting was held from December 4
through the 15th.
From the Mt. Rock Messenger: "Saturday,
January 4, a Mt. Rock Leader's Retreat in
the Community Room of First National Bank.
Purpose: To evaluate the entire church pro-

(18)

T W O CHANGES REGARDING CHARGES
ASSOCIATED WITH GENERAL CONFERENCE
The drain upon the General Conference Fund during
the past year necessitated immediate action by the
Board of Administrption in the interest of a balanced
budget. It may be noted that the treasurer has had to
exhaust the small reserve f u n d o f the General C o n ference Fund to meet current bills. Because of this situation the Board of Administration, at its meeting on
December 20, reluctantly a p p r o v e d the f o l l o w i n g t w o
changes of policy in regard to charges associated w i t h
General Conference. These w i l l be effective immediately.
(1)
The t r a d i t i o n a l policy a l l o w i n g free meals to
dependents—wives and children up to twelve y e a r s —
of members of General Conference has been adjusted
so that only the f o l l o w i n g may expect to receive free
meals:
Members o f General Conference, General
Boards, Committees, and Commissions; staff members
of the Conference; and guests and special groups as
approved by the Board of Directors. (The entertainment of personnel engaged in the entertainment of G e n eral Conference is a t the discretion of the Steering Committee of the entertaining Regional Conference.) Dependents of Conference members w i l l not receive free
meals. This policy should be kept in mind by those
p l a n n i n g to attend General Conference. It may be that
congregations w i l l wish to make provision for the cost
of meals f o r dependents of their delegates and pastors
w h o w i l l be representing them at General Conference.
(2)
The second action involves the discontinuance
of free distribution of General Conference Minutes. Beginning w i t h the 1969 Minutes a charge of fifty cents
( 5 0 c ) per copy w i l l be made for all Conference Minutes.
Congregations w i l l be billed for the number of Minutes
ordered. Some congregations may w a n t to adjust the
number o f Minutes ordered through the General Conference Secretary so that no copies of the Minutes wrl!
be wasted in the congregation. Congregations w i l l be
billed f o r the number of Minutes shipped whether they
are used there or not.
These changes should be kept in mind in the business of Congregational Councils in their coming meetings.

gram—To promote long-range planning—To
correlate all church activities." The meeting
was from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. They were
served a covered dish meal.
From the Five Forks, Pa. bulletin: "As
there will be no mid-week service during the
week of Christmas, we recommend that each
family have their own Christmas Eve Service
around the family altar."
From the Mowersville,
Pa. bulletin, Rev.
Avery Musser, pastor: "When Christmas is
over," said the merchant to a minister, "it's
over, and it's our job to rid this store of
Christmas in a day." "Well," said the minister,
"I've a bigger job—to keep Christmas in the
hearts of my people for all year."
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
From the Cross Roads Bulletin, B. E. Thuma, pastor: "Christ alone knows the coming
year. H e holds the key. There are many
things H e could tell us about it, but we cannot bear them now. He will lead us into it
step by step. That is better than seeing the

distant scene. T know not what the future
hath, of marvel or surprise: Assured alone that
life and death His mercy underlies.'"
Eight children were dedicated to the Lord
in an evening service at the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor Eber Dourte
leading the dedication.
Pastor Orvin White of the Valley
View
Church in Roanoke, Va., reports 184 present
for their Christmas Cantata—the largest attendance since the church was built.
In the evening service December 15 at
Bellevue Park Church, Harrisburg, Pa., the
theme was "Christmas in America: Folk
Festival or Religious Holy Day?" Public
Opinion Reports on the topic were given by
Everett Miller, Ethel Bigham, and Bernard
Reynolds with a group discussion following.
For thought: "In our contemporary society,
there is continual lamentation about the commercialization of Christmas. There can be no
elimination of this corruption so long as Christmas is celebrated as a materialistic, middleclass festival of conspicuous consumption. The
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LANCASTER DEDICATES NEW CHURCH
Sunday, November 24, 1968 marked the fulfillment of several years of prayerful thought
and planning for the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church, as the new facilities were dedicated.
The church, located one mile north of the city limits along Fruitville Pike, near Route 30
By-Pass, is built on a hill overlooking the city.
Pastor Eber B. Dourte preached the dedication sermon. Bishop Charlie B. Byers led the
congregation in the ritual of dedication.
A week of special services marked the dedication occasion. The Polyphonic Choir from
Messiah College gave a concert. Weeknight speakers were Alden Long, Henry N. Hostetter,
Bishop Henry A. Ginder and Bob Neff.
The structure, built primarily of brick, was begun April 1. The contractor completed the
sanctuary and enclosed the education wing. Members of the congregation donated 1184 hours
in the 3 months preceding dedication to finish the interior of this building. T h e basement
under the sanctuary will accommodate the junior, junior high, and high school departments;
the kitchen; and fellowship hall. This area is scheduled for completion via donated labor in
the next several months.
soul of Christmas is lost because materialism
blots out the poor . . ." Coretta Scott King in
December Good
Housekeeping.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE

The High School Vocal and Bell Choir from
the Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church, Pa.,
gave a program at the Amherst Church in
Massillon, Ohio, the evening of December 28.
Dr. Marian Heisey visited the Valley Chapel
Brethren
in Christ Church,
December 15,
bringing the morning message. He is presently
directing the work at the Navajo Mission in
Bloomfield, New Mexico.
Fairview Brethren in Christ Church, Englewood, Ohio, with Rev. Ralph Palmer, as pastor,
reports that the Bell Choir from the Carlisle,
Pa. Church was with them December 29. Mr.
Vernon Martin, Jr. directs this eighteen voice
choir.
PACIFIC C O N F E R E N C E
Rev. H. H. Brubaker has been appointed
"Pastor to the Aging" in the Upland congregation. Reports are that there are 120 members there over sixty-five years of age.
The Upland congregation reports fourteen
persons participating in the classes on Baptism
and Membership.
An "Open House" in honor of Rev. and
Mrs. Allen Buckwalter was held December 28
in the Fellowship Hall of the Brethren in
Christ Church, Upland, Cal. The Buckwalters,
long time missionaries in India, have just
returned to the homeland.
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BONCHACK—Pamela Jane, born November
19, 1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bonchack,
Colyer congregation, Pa.
GARLING—Christi Jeanette, born December
18, 1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Garling,
Montgomery congregation, Pa.
HELFRICK—David Darnell, b o m December
9, 1968, to Mr. and Mrs. John Helfrick, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
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HOOVER—Barbara Elaine, born October 13,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Hoover, Greencastle, Pa. Antrim Brethren in Christ Sunday
school.
SMOYER—John Stephen, born November 26,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Smoyer, Colyer
congregation, Pa.
WINGERT—Janelle Kristine, born December
3, 1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Eber S. Wingert
Chambersburg,
Pa.,
members
of
Antrim
Brethren in Christ Church.
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BURKHOLDER-ABER—Miss Lela Irene Aber,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Aber, Marshallville, Ohio, became the bride of Sgt. Leroy
Wayne Burkholder, son of Mr. and Mrs. Guy
Burkholder, Smithville, Ohio, November 23,
1968. The ceremony was performed in the
Sippo Brethren in Christ Church with Pastor
Marion Berg officiating, assisted by Rev. E. H.
Hostetler, Jr.
HAIX-HEUSON—Miss Linda Heuson of Collingwood, Ontario, became the bride of George
Frederick Hall, Collingwood, Ontario, July 27,
1968 at the Brethren in Christ Church, with
Pastor Christian H. Sider officiating.
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BLACKSTONE—Daniel P. Blackstone, son of
Rev. and Mrs. Walter E. Blackstone, died as
the result of an automobile accident December 4, 1968. H e was born March 10, 1951.
He is survived by his parents, three sisters
and three brothers.
Funeral services were held at the Bethel
Church of the Brethren, Tatesville, in charge
of Rev. Norris Bouch and Rev. Earl J. Lehman with interment in the Bethel Church
Cemetery.
COLE—Rev. John Cole was born July 3 1 ,
1886, died November 27, 1968. He had been
the pastor of the Oliver No. 3 Mission Church.
The funeral was held from the Oliver No. 3
Mission Church with Rev. William Martin and

Rev. Charles Luckey officiating. Interment in
the Maple Grove Cemetery, Fairchance, Pa.
HOLT—Clarence Holt, 83 years of age, died
May 22, 1968 in Collingwood, Ontario. Besides his wife Fannie, he is survived by three
step-daughters and nine grandchildren. Funeral services were conducted by Rev. Christian
H. ,Sider, assisted by Bishop E. J. Swalm. Interment in the Stayner Cemetery.
MOWERY—Norman G. Mowery, born November 27, 1887, passed away October 26,
1968. He was married to Dora Hollar December 26, 1907. To this union were born six sons.
Brother Mowery was a member of the
Green Spring Brethren in Christ Church and
was the music director for many years.
His wife survives and the following sons:
J. Harry, Shippensburg, Pa.; Chester L.,
Cherry Hill, N. J.; Philip H., Lambertville,
N. J.; Dr. Albert S., Benton Harbor, Mich.,
John, Newville, Pa.; and Asa, Cranberry, N. J.;
one sister, 24 grandchildren and 16 greatgrandchildren.
Funeral services were held in the Green
Spring Church with Rev. John L. Rosenberry
officiating, assisted by Rev. Allen Brubaker.
Interment in the Air Hill Cemetery.
RUSSELL—Charles Edward
Russell, born
March 11, 1894, passed away November 25,
1968. He was a member of the Mt. Rock
Brethren in Christ Church. Surviving are six
daughters: Mrs. John Lynch, Mrs. R. Kenneth
Martin, Mrs. Elwood Nye, Mrs. Walter Coy,
Mrs. James U. Gardner and Mrs. William J.
Kulp, all of Shippensburg; One son, Edward
W., Shippensburg, also survives and 17
grandchildren, 32 great-grandchildren and two
great-great-grandchildren, also two sisters.
Funeral services were held at the Van Scyoc
Funeral Home with Rev. Harry Bert and Rev.
Avery Musser officiating. Interment in the
Cleversburg Cemetery.
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Carl Mclntire Charges Threat
To Unseat Him
The Rev. Carl Mclntire, founder of the
American Council of Christian Churches, faces
a revolt within his ranks, according to AP
Religion Writer George W. Cornell.
"I was betrayed," Mclntire declared, charging that leaders in the ACCC have worked
"behind the scenes" in a "conspiracy to deal
with me" and remove him from top spot.
Dr. Mclntire blames the revolt on what
he termed a "weakening process" and a
"lessening of militancy" in fighting the "forces
of darkness" and exposing "the apostasy" in
the larger denominations and church councils.
" H e seems set on a course of rule or ruin,"
commented the Rev. Dr. John E. Millheim of
New York, general secretary of the ACCC. "If
h e can't control, he's started trying to destroy."
Fund to Help Baptist Clergy
In Continuing Education
A foundation to provide funds for the continuing education of American Baptist ministers has been organized with a $25,000
grant.
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Renshaw, in honor of
the Rev. Fred Leach—father of Mrs. Renshaw,
established t h e fund under the American
Baptist Board of Education to enable ministers
of the denomination to participate in continuing education programs.
Under the plan, each minister qualifying
is permitted a week for each year of service
to the church with his salary continued and
his expenses provided. A minister may elect
to take two weeks every other year.
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Church Attendance Drops
In U.S., Says Gallup Poll
Church attendance in the United States declined slightly in 1968 but still remains higher
than attendances reported before World War
II, according to the Gallup Poll.
Based on seven national polls taken during
1968, the report discloses that 50 million persons, or 43 per cent of all Americans attended
church on Sundays. This represents a drop of
2 per cent from 1967. It is tar below the peak
figure of 49 per cent in 1958, but is higher
than the 1940 figure of 37 per cent.
In 1968, the percentage for Catholic attendance was 65, and 38 per ceent for Protestants. The decline in church attendance
among Catholics over the past ten years has
been 9 per cent while that of Protestants
has been 5 per cent.
Mose of this decline, according to the Gallup Poll, is due to non-attendance by young
adults.
Bishop Pike Barred As Preacher
In Diocese of California
Bishop James A. Pike, who according to
one canon law authority has excluded himself
from Episcopal Church sacraments by remarrying after divorce without church approval, now faces a ban on preaching in the
diocese he headed before his retirement two
years ago.
Bishop C. Kilmer Myers of California,
Bishop Pike's successor, made a "personal
request" to clergymen in the diocese to bar
the controversial prelate from their pulpits
because of the remarriage.
Bishop Pike said he "regretted" the decision,
.noting that Bishop Myers' action was "only a
personal request. He has absolutely no canonical authority to suspend me from functioning in our diocese," he said.
Bishop Pike married Diane Kennedy, coauthor of his latest book, Dec. 20, in a Methodist church. The former Miss Kennedy is the
bishop's third wife.
Dr. Fey on U.S. Church in 1999:
One-Third of Protestants United
One-third of American Protestants will be
united before 1999 and the church of that
20-year-period will undergo "suffering and
tribulation," Dr. Harold E. Fey predicted.
Dr. Fey, professor-emeritus at Christian
Theological Seminary, is the former editor of
Christian Century, ecumenical weekly.
Nigerian Ambassador Says Church
Relief Action Prolongs Civil War
Religious groups sending relief to Biafran
refugees are prolonging the civil war and thus
causing more deaths, Edwin Ogebe Ogbu,
Nigerian Ambassador to the United Nations,
charged on a New York City radio broadcast.
A missionary who is helping to ship food
and medical supplies to the Biafrans replied
that he could not "let one person die" because
of political considerations.
The ambassador charged, and Father Dermot Doran denied, that religious agencies,
particularly the Catholic agency, Caritas, are
giving the Nigerian-Biafran war "an overtone
of a religious war."
Dr. Latourette Struck by Auto, Dies
Dr. Kenneth Scott Latourette, renowned
historian of religion, died in Oregon City, Ore.,
after being struck by a car. He was 84.
The former professor of church history at
Yale University was a graduate of Oregon's
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Linfield College which named a building
him.
His most notable editorial achievement
the seven-volume "The History of the
pansion of Christianity," published from
to 1945.

after
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Atheist Wants Outer Space Prayer Ban
The woman who was instrumental in getting prayer removed from public schools wants
it banned also in outer space.
Mrs. Madalyn Murray O'Hair, after hearing
words of prayer radioed by the three astronauts as they circled the moon, said: I think
that they were not only ill-advised but that
it was a tragic situation . . . "
YFC Quarter Century Celebration
Names Graham, Pierce Honorary Chairmen
For the year-long celebration of its 25th
anniversary, Youth for Christ International has
named Evangelist Billy Graham and Missionary Statesman Bob Pierce as honorary chairmen, according to YFCI president Sam
Wolgemuth.
A banquet in Chicago on January 23 will
initiate the year of celebration.
Youth for Christ began as an informal movement among a group of young religious leaders
headed by Torrey Johnson. He rented Chicago's famed Orchestra Hall with borrowed
money an May 27, 1944 to present a youthoriented meeting at which Graham, then pastor of Village Church in Western Springs, 111.,
was the principal speaker.
Other past presidents to be honored at the
banquet are Robert A. Cook, president, The
King's College; Ted W. Engstrom, executive
vice president, World Vision International; and
Carl J. Bihl, assistant to the president, John
Brown University.
Holiness Group Changes Name
Representatives of the Holiness Denominational Publishers Association meeting in Indianapolis voted to change the name of the
organization to the "Aldersgate Publications
Association."
Cuban Church Losing Out Among Youth
The view of the church by officials in
Communistic Cuba is that it will die by itself
and little effort will be needed to banish it
from the island.
This opinion was given reporters by the
Rev. Carlos Manuel de Cespedes, great-grandson of a Cuban war hero and a member of
the Roman Catholic church.
On any given Sunday, the pastor observed,
the people going to church can hardly be
noted among the hundreds riding out on trucks
to agricultural work.
Considered a Roman Catholic country, Cuba
actually saw only about two per cent of its
population attending mass immediately before
Fidel Castro came to power.
Nixon Invites Billy Graham to Give
Inaugural Invocation
Evangelist Billy Graham revealed in Hong
Kong that he has accepted President-elect
Richard Nixon's invitation to give the invocation at Nixon's inauguration.
Mr. Graham arrived in Hang Kong en
route to spending Christmas with troops in
South Vietnam. He said Nixon's invitation
was extended to him in a telephone call from
New York.

Spain Officially Ends
1492 Edict Against Jews
A 476-year-old edict ordering all Jews to
leave Spain "and not dare to return" was
formally rescinded in Madrid in ceremonies
attending the opening of the first new synagogue built in Spain in six centuries.
T h e expulsion order, originally issued by
King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella in the
year Columbus discovered America, has been
legally a dead letter for almost a century, since
the proclamation of religious tolerance in the
Constitution of 1869.
But the symbolic gesture of formally declaring the ancient restriction void was a high
point of the synagogue dedication rites.
Abortion Is Not Homicide—Rabbi
Because of their view of the soul, Jews do
not believe that abortion is homicide, according to Rabbi David M. Feldman of Brooklyn.
Jews, he said, hold that the soul God imparts into a fetus is a pure one, untouched by
original sin. When the fetus is killed, the
soul goes to heaven, he stated.
Rabbi Feldman, author of the recently p u b lished book, Birth Control in Jewish. Law,
noted that his view of the soul differs from
that of Roman Catholics and many other
Christians. They hold, he explained, that the
soul is tainted with original sin, because of the
transgression of Adam and Eve, and goes
either to limbo or to hell unless baptized. In
either case, it never sees God.
Evangelical Missionaries Increasing Faster
Missionaries of conservative theology have
the greater rate of increase when compared
to other groups in the North American Missionary force.
This is the judgment of Dr. David Stowe,
head of the Division of Overseas Ministries
of the National Council of Churches, which
has 33 Protestant and Orthodox constituent
churches.
The speaker said the current North American foreign missionary force is the largest
in history.
Settlement Announced in Church Split
The 46 congregations of the former Evangelical United Brethren churches in the
Northwest which withdrew from the United
Methodist Church will be able to keep their
property, under the terms of a settlement
announced in Portland, Oregon.
The document stipulates that the 46 congregations will pay $690,266 to keep their property. They paid $25,000 in earnest money
and will pay what is left about 90 days hence
unless an unforeseen hitch stalls the settlement.
The property is said to be worth almost
$4 million, but some of the congregations already owe money on their buildings. These
will pay the debts as well as their share of
the settlement.
The laws of both Methodist and EUB denominations state that a congregation which
withdraws from the denomination forfeits its
property to the denomination. The law of the
new United Methodist Church, formed by the
merger, has the same requirement.
The congregations withdrew over incompatibility in "doctrine, standards, and practice"
between themselves and the Methodist Church.
On the whole they are more conservative theologically and simpler in the conduct of their

